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Our Accomplishments
Advocacy
Molly Hanson, Executive Director,
teaching children about river health
through the River Rascals program

Led a successful lobbying effort to reinstate a $500,000 appropriation for the Iowa Water
Trails and Low-Head Dam Public Hazard Program within the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources. This program supports projects around the state to address dam safety,
habitat improvement, and recreational development resulting in community and river
revitalization.
Established solid working relationships with the Governor's staff and legislative leaders to
support continuation of REAP, Iowa's Resource Enhancement and Protection program,
past its sunset year of 2021. This highly successful program is authorized to receive $20
million per year until 2021 (but has been underfunded at $10 - $12 million annually).
Funding requests far exceed available resources for each of the eight different natural
resource and cultural resource programs eligible.

Level 1 River Restoration Toolbox
training in Clive, IA

Worked in partnership with the IWILL, Iowa's Water and Land Legacy Coalition to build
statewide support and influence the Governor, legislative leaders, and other decisionmakers to provide funding for IWILL. The IWILL initiative was approved by 63% of voters in
2010 to amend Iowa’s constitution to create a natural resource trust fund using 3/8th of
a cent from the next sales tax increase to protect and preserve Iowa’s natural resources.
Served on Des Moines Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) committee taking part in
creating a Greater Des Moines Water Trails and Greenway's plan. Two board members and
our executive director served and helped facilitate community meetings and plan
development.

our mission

our philosophy

to help Iowans restore, protect, and enjoy
our rivers

Iowa Rivers Revival is a non-profit statewide leader in river
education and advocacy and is committed to protecting some
of our most precious natural resources—our rivers and streams.
IRR works to engage individuals, organizations, communities,
and government leaders in river awareness, responsibility,
and enjoyment to improve and enhance the condition of Iowa
waterways—ensuring a quality, safe, and lasting resource for future
generations.

our vision
1Level 1 River Restoration Toolbox
training in Cedar Falls, IA

clean, free-flowing Iowa rivers teeming with
life, surrounded by diverse landscapes, and
connecting vibrant communities
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Outreach
Convened IRR's Technical Advisory Committee twice during the year to
identify crucial aspects for an Iowa Stream and River Restoration
Framework to guide public policy and funding. Technical experts from
around the state met to establish an outline and guiding principles for this
plan to be presented in bill form to the Iowa legislature.
Partnered with the Iowa Environmental Council to create Women for
Water, an initiative to engage women concerned about water quality in
learning more about rivers and water-related issues in Iowa and work
individually and together to act on their concerns. Over 100 women from
across Iowa gathered at the first meeting in the fall of 2018 to discuss
water-related issues, the role informed individuals can play, build a
community of advocates to support and inspire others, and develop
action steps.
Honored IRR's River Town of the Year, which was Elgin, Iowa. This award
is given to an Iowa community that demonstrates a commitment“to
reclaiming the waterfront as an anchor for economic development,
recreation, and ecological practices, as well as addressing some of the
challenges and solutions related to water quality.”

IRR Board and staff, from left to right: Bob Brammer,
Chuck McNeley, Staci Williams, Robin Fortney, Matt
Kaufman, Jerry Peckumn, Molly Hansen, Art Kern, Jenn
Dreier, Darren Fife, and Linda Appelgate

“Iowa Rivers Revival’s leadership
in furthering policy solutions and
working collaboratively with diverse
stakeholders around the state to
build a coalition of river advocates is
critical to ensuring the future health
of our creeks and rivers.”
— Staci Williams, board member

Capacity Building
Supporters. We could not do what we do without our supporters. IRR is
proud to say that we had 69 "River Champions" in 2018. River Champions
are donors who give $250 or more in a calendar year. We had a total of
158 donors helping us reach our 2018 goals.

our history

In March 2006, a coalition of individuals, state agencies, and nonprofit organizations
organized the inaugural“Iowa Rivers Revival" conference. There, the need for a
statewide organization committed to river advocacy was affirmed. Following the
conference, a dedicated core group of volunteers continued to meet monthly to develop
the mission and vision for a new statewide river organization Iowa's rivers. IRR is a
501©(3) non-profit organization.

financial summary
IRR’s funds have been used carefully and
efficiently and are essential to our growing
effectiveness and impact.
Carryover from 2017		
Total income			
Total Expense			
Balance End of 2017		

$110,796*
$116,375
$143,945
$60,796.31

*This amount includes $50,000 carryover
from the McKnight Foundation. It was
received in December 2017 but not listed
in the 2017 Annual Report, so it is being
reported in the 2018 Annual Report.
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What is River Restoration?
River restoration is the process of returning rivers and streams to
a more naturally stable and functional condition, enhancing our
economic vitality and providing for diverse aquatic ecosystems.
River restoration should be viewed as complementary to watershed
work. Watershed improvement projects provide cleaner water to
streams and lakes, but they generally do not address existing stream
problems, such as habitat loss and unstable banks and beds.
Benefits include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reduced nutrient runoff
Reduced flooding and flood damage
Reduced soil loss
Less damage to bridges and roads
Healthier ecosystems for plants, fish, and wildlife
Improved economic development
Improved recreational opportunities

Why should we restore rivers?
Iowa is the land between America’s two greatest rivers, the Missouri
and the Mississippi, with over 70,000 miles of interior rivers and
streams. Yet, many sections of our rivers and streams have been
degraded to the point where their natural functions are severely
threatened. Many miles have been officially identified as impaired,
with unstable, eroding banks and dwindling fish populations.
Excessive amounts of sediment and nutrients cause algae blooms.
The worst river segments are unhealthy, even dangerous, places for
people, fish, and wildlife.
Restored and healthy streams will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Help Iowa meet nutrient pollution reduction goals
Help landowners prevent loss of stream bank, land, and
infrastructure
Help the state and counties address damage to bridges and
roads
Reduce flooding and flood damage
Cultivate a healthier ecosystem for fishing, recreation, and
wildlife
Increase and improve economic development

What is the River Restoration
Toolbox?
The toolbox was developed in partnership with IRR by the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources, Iowa Stormwater Education
Partnership, the State Revolving Fund, and Stantec Engineering. It is
used to assist engineers and design teams in stream stabilization
and restoration projects. This toolbox will help further IRR’s vision for
a statewide river restoration program.
This toolbox focuses on natural techniques in streambank
stabilization and stream restoration that provide multiple benefits
with the most cost-effective options. The toolbox will help users
understand the driving factors that cause an unstable stream
segment to erode or damage infrastructure. It takes the user
through the major steps of stream assessment, including fieldcollected stream survey data, key stream stability issues, and
multiple practices and techniques that are appropriate for the type
of restoration project.
The Iowa DNR State Revolving Fund (SRF) Sponsored Projects
Program will require applicants to use the Toolbox to be eligible for
the Clean Water Loan Program. Through this program, wastewater
utilities can finance and pay for projects that cover best
management practices for nonpoint source pollution control.
2018 Level 1 River Restoration Toolbox Workshops hosted in:
•
•

Cedar Falls, Iowa- September 24-27, 2018
Clive, Iowa- October 8-11, 2018

Future Toolbox Initiatives for 2019:
•
•
•
•

Level1 River Restoration Workshops in Ames and Solon
Level 2 curriculum development
Level 2 River Restoration Workshop in Clive
Developing a River Restoration Framework for Iowa

River Town of the Year: Elgin
IRR's annual River Town of the
Year award recognizes an Iowa
town or city for outstanding
efforts to reclaim river-fronts as
anchors for economic
development, recreation, and
good ecological practices. Cities
are invited to apply for the award,
or citizens may nominate their
town.
In 2018, IRR was pleased to
present Elgin, Iowa (the smallest
River Town of the Year EVER) with
the River Town of the Year Award!
Elgin is a picturesque town of 683
people on the banks of the
Turkey River in Fayette County
in Northeast Iowa. It is nestled in
beautiful territory with wooded
bluffs and a deep valley cut by
the river.
“Elgin is a tiny town, but it’s done
a mighty job of promoting and
protecting its cherished Turkey
River,” said Robin Fortney,

board member for Iowa Rivers
Revival. Among their many
accomplishments, Elgin and
its partners in the Turkey River
Recreational Corridor (TRRC)
succeeded in getting a State
Water Trail designation for a
98-mile stretch of the Turkey,
including the river at Elgin -considered to be one of the
most beautiful stretches of river
in Iowa.(The TRRC includes
Fayette and Clayton Counties
and the cities of Elgin, Clermont
and Elkader, nearby on the
Turkey River.)
As Mallory Hanson of Northeast
Iowa RC&D said, “Elgin is truly a
community of enthusiastic
‘doers’ that want to better their
community in every possible
way to improve the lives of
residents, create a fantastic
tourist destination, and preserve
and enhance its natural and
community resources.”

“Elgin is truly a community of enthusiastic ‘doers’
that want to better their community in every
possible way to improve the lives of residents,
create a fantastic tourist destination, and
preserve and enhance its natural and community
resources.”
— Mallory Hanson, Northeast Iowa RC&D

Iowa Rivers Revival Board President, Jerry Peckumn, and
Northwest RC&D representative, Mallory Hanson, present
the River Town of the Year to Elgin, Iowa

Decorah
Elgin

Charles City
Fayette

Elkader
Dubuque

Cedar Falls
Webster City

Manchester
Central City
Clinton

Coon Rapids
Clive

Des Moines

Iowa City

Locations of IRR board members
Locations of River Town & River City of
the Year award recipients since 2007
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Thank you!
IRR’s mission is helping Iowans restore, protect, and enjoy Iowa’s rivers.
It is an honor to work tirelessly for the 70,000 miles of rivers and streams in
this state and the people that love them. This important work would not be
possible without the generous support of our funders and donors.
This year was no exception.
BIG thanks to our funders:
The McKnight Foundation
The Resource Enhancement and Protection Progam
Recreational Equipment, Inc (REI)

Support Iowa Rivers Revival!
The generous contributions of our supporters have provided the foundation
for Iowa Rivers Revival to develop priorities and programs to address
problems and solutions concerning Iowa’s rivers and streams. These funds
have been used carefully and efficiently, and are essential to our growing
effectiveness and impact. You can make unrestricted gifts or gifts for a
specific purpose to IRR. Gifts are tax-deductible. Go to www.iowarivers.org,
or contact us at 515.724.4093 or info@iowarivers.org.
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River Champions
River Champions are supporters who contribute $250 a year or more to IRR, or raise
$250 from others. Being a “River Champion” means that you strongly support IRR
efforts to mobilize Iowans to defend, protect, restore, and celebrate our rivers and
streams. It’s a strong commitment to very important work.
$10,000 +
DNR Resource
Enhancement and
Proection, Conservation
Education Program
$2,500 +
Charlotte & Fred Hubbell
Recreational Equipment
Inc.
Iowa Foundation for
Education, Enviroment,
and the Arts
$1,000 +
Beth Clayton
Connor Delaney
Mike Delaney & Dell
Radcliffe
Des Moines Water Works
Robert & Susan Fleming
Elizabeth Garst & Darwin
Pierce
Trudy Hurd
Sharon & Kyle Krause
Mike Smith
Dennis & Kristine
Woodruff
Larry & Kathi Zimpleman
$500 +
Linda Appelgate
James & Patricia Cownie
David & Kathy Dorff
Mark Dunagan
Calvin & Kathleen Hansen
Michael & Debbie Hubbell

Matt Kaufman & Melissa
Dale
John & Naomi McCormick
Terri & Chuck McNeley
Ned McPartland
Peter Moore & Lisa
Schulte Moore
Robert & Kay Riley Lynette
Seigley
Steve & Martha
Stephenson
Michael & Marne Woods
$250 +
Mark & Susan Ackelson
Atlassian Inc.
Steve & Rachel Ballenger
John & Jane Baty
Lisa & Andy Bean
Robert Brammer & Marti
Anderson
Campbell’s Nutrition
Phillip Delafield
Dr. Kathy Elsner & Dr.
Steve Adelman
Mark Engelbrecht
Environmental
Professionals of Iowa
James & Cheryl Erb Steve
Falck
Barbara Farrow
Vern Fish
James & Allison Fleming
Robin Fortney
Neil & Khanh Hamilton
Lori Hanson & Ralph
Stowell

Nate & Wendy
Hoogeveen
Richard Howard
Martha James & Michael
Myszewski
Kerri & Daniel Johannsen
Cliff Kessler
Larry Kirsner & Joan Burke
Jim & Carol Liechty
Crystal Lyon
Jack & Marlene Lytle
Thomas & Lorraine May
Mike Murphy
Connie & Robert Mutel
David Oliver
Jerry Peckumn
John & Janis Ruan
Sue Rutledge Brenton &
J.C. Brenton
John Schmidt & Deb
Wiley
Gary Siegwarth
Richard & Diana Sloan
Brian & Ann Soenen
Al Sturgeon
James Todd
Steve Veysey
Donald Wall
Kim Wall
Marc Wallace
Kris Wells
Staci Williams
Cheryl Young
Karen & Gary Youngberg

Under $250
Roy Adolphson & Joy Ellen
Harvey
Jim Autry & Sally Pederson
Robert Baker & Charlotte
Shivvers
James Barnhart
John Beard
Randy & Karly Beavers
Margo & Don Blumenthal
Pat Boddy & Robert Davis
Pam Burmeister
Dan Cohen & Micki
Sand-Cohen
James & Karen Colbert
Frank Cownie
Nancy Crowfoot & John (L.J.)
Pollak
Linda Dawe
Richard Dietz & Carol Hansell
Barbara Eckstein
Mark Edwards & Patsy Larson
Robert Eells
Kamyar Enshayan & Laura
Jackson
Tom & Dana Ericson
Charles & Marilyn Farr
Jess & Mary Fauchier
John Forbes
John & Vicki Gallagher
Judy German
John & Beverly Gilbert
WC Hamilton
Muffy & Henry Harmon
Jack Hatch & Sonya Roberts
Lisa Hein
David Hoffman
Doug Hoffman & Dagny
Fidler
Cynthia Hunafa
Hannah Inman
JoAnn Johnson
Paul & Patricia Johnson
John & Marilyn Jordan
Craig Kelinson
Ellen King & Curtis Sytsma
John & Lynn Koester
Mike LaMair

Sarah & Roger Lande
Mark & Amy Langgin
William & Lois Leonard
Richard Leopold
Caroline Levine
Tom Levis
Leslie Maach
Robert & Sharon Maloy
Judith McClure
Mark & Kathy Metelman
Cheryl & Victor Moss
Kent Newman
Ivy Nielsen
David Osterberg
Pat Oswald
James & Cindy Pease
Judy Porter & Gary Cromer
KJ & Dan Rebarcak
Cindy Reitz
Ann Y Robinson
Steve & Linda Roe
John & Trudi Rosazza
Ralph Rosenburg
Gerry Rowland & MC Scott
Duane Sand
Melvin & Barbara Schlachter
Mark & Barb Schmidt
Robert Sessions
Skunk River Paddlers
Kerri Sorrell
Larry & Margaret Stone
Thrivent Financial Foundation
James Throgmorton
Terry Tikovitsch
Tim & Toni Urban
James Urban
Gregory Vitale
Mimi Wagner
Don Wente
Kevin & Chris Wilbeck
Emily Williams-Bouska
David Witke
Richard & Jane Worm
Luke Wright & Mary Hyland
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board
Jerry Peckumn, Chair
Chuck McNeley, Vice Chair
Mike Smith, Treasurer
Robin Fortney, Secretary
Linda Appelgate
Darren Fife
Larry Gullett
Susan Heathcote
Matt Kaufman
Mary Skopec
Staci Williams

advisors
Mark Ackelson
Pat Boddy
Bob Brammer
Kate Garst
Mark Langgin
Jim Pease
Ann Y. Robinson
Duane Sand
Steven Veysey

staff
Molly Hanson, Executive Director
Jenn Drier, Assistant Director

The growth and success of Iowa Rivers Revival is a
direct result of the commitment and dedication of its
supporters and volunteers. Together we can ensure
healthier rivers for future generations.
Iowa Rivers Revival
PO Box 72
Des Moines, Iowa 50301
515.350.4387
info@iowarivers.org
For more information about Iowa Rivers Revival,
visit us at www.iowarivers.org

