
LEGISLATIVE AND 
PUBLIC ADVOCACY
Rivers can’t speak for themselves. IRR helps Iowans 
speak up for our rivers and streams. IRR has a lobbyist 
team, distributes legislative updates to grassroots 
advocates, collaborates with other organi-zations, and 
holds legislators accountable.

IRR successfully advocated for a $2 million appropri-
ation for DNR’s Low-Head Dam Mitigation and Water 
Trails program, a $1 million increase from previous 
appropriations.

IRR’s legislative priorities are to:

ABOUT US
Iowa Rivers Revival (IRR) is a strong 
voice for rivers. We are dedicated to 
protecting some of our most precious 
natural resources – our rivers and 
streams.

IRR is committed to education and 
action on river and water quality 
issues in Iowa.
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• Establish an Iowa River Restoration Program to 
provide funds, criteria, guidelines, training, and 
expertise to begin natural river restoration in Iowa. 

• Strengthen Iowa’s Low-Head Dam Mitigation and 
Water Trails Program to make our rivers safer and 
even more enjoyable.

• Enact a 3/8-cent sales tax to fund the Natural 
Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. In 
2010, 64% of Iowans voted to establish the Trust Fund 
to enhance Iowa’s natural resources and outdoor 
recreational opportunities. 
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EDUCATION 
AND OUTREACH
River Rascals is a program that offers kids an 
opportunity to experience the wonders of rivers. 
River Rascals provides a rich river experience that 
includes instruction on paddling, fishing, water 
safety, river biology, and water quality monitoring. 
IRR partners with Children and Family Urban 
Movement, the Iowa DNR, and many volunteers to 
deliver River Rascals to Des Moines metro youth.

Master River Stewards is a comprehensive, eight-
session program on river systems and water skills. 
Sessions include watershed awareness, paddling and 
navigating skills, water quality, water monitoring, 
and policies related to floodplains, river protection, 
and restoration. Stewards perform a service project 
as part of their program. Master River Stewards 
gives adult learners the tools, knowledge, and 
contacts to protect and improve Iowa’s rivers. The 
program has been offered in the Skunk River, Des 
Moines River, Raccoon River, and Iowa River 
watersheds. Iowa Rivers Revival was recognized 
with the 2014 Environmental Impact Award for 
IRR’s “Master River Stewards Program.”

River Town of the Year Awards are presented each 
year to a community that is committed to protecting 
and promoting their river as a community asset.
IRR River Towns 
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of the Year 
winners include 
Webster City, 
Elkader, 
Coon Rapids, 
Cedar Falls, 
Charles City,  
Central City, 
Dubuque, 
Decorah, 
Manchester, and 
Council Bluffs.
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   Iowa Rivers Revival
P.O. Box 72

Des Moines, Iowa 50301

515.350.4387
info@iowarivers.org
www.iowarivers.org

OUR MISSION
is to help Iowans 
restore, protect, and 
enjoy our rivers.

OUR VISION
is clean, free-flowing 
Iowa rivers teaming 
with life, surrounded by 
diverse landscapes, and 
connecting vibrant 
communities.

IOWA RIVERS REVIVAL
Iowa is the land between America’s two greatest 
rivers and has over 70,000 miles of interior rivers 
and streams. Rivers provide water for drinking, 
recreation, economic development, wildlife 
habitat, and quality of life. Rivers face many 
threats, including flooding, pollution, erosion, and 
apathy for conservation priorities.

IRR is working to ensure our rivers are safe, clean, 
and enjoyable for future generations.
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GET INVOLVED
Please join us to work for healthier rivers for future 
generations. Stay informed about river-related 
issues, events, and programs. Complete the short 
form below and return it by mail or e-mail to 
info@iowarivers.org.

Name(s) _________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________

______________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________

Email____________________________________

Donate to Iowa Rivers Revival. Support IRR 
programs and priorities with a tax-deductible 
contribution. Donate on-line at IRR’s website, or 
mail your contribution to Iowa Rivers Revival. 

Thank you for your support!




